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Satire’s my weapon; but I’m too discreet, 

Zo run a-muck and Gilt at all I meet: 

fF only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargocs, sharpers, and directors. —Pore. 


—p00v0— 
BOURBON INSOLENCE—AND MOVEMENTS OF THE 
HOLY ALLIANCE. 


Kas 


stuff he is made of —whether he can assume the bold, character 
of the genuine British Mastiff; or whether he is contented to 
be a cur, barking at the heels of the confederated despots of 
the Luly Alliance. That thing of the creation of foreign 
bayonets, the Bourbon Government of France, which is com- 
posed of paupers who long subsisted on British bounty, has 
dared to violate the law of honour, and of nations, by the arrest 
of a British subject, the forcible seizure of his papers, and the 
detention of the individual on the charge of high treason ! 
This individual is a Mr. Bowring, well known in the literary 
and commercial world. His crime is the bearing of certain 
letters, with the contents of which he is utterly unacquaint- 
ed, Mr. Bowring was returning from Paris. On reaching 
the pier at Calais, to embark for England he was arrested by 
the agents of Police, conducted before the municipal authority, 
aud informed that an order from the government had arrived 
for the examination of his papers: He requested the attend- 
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ance of the British Consul, which was granted. This gentle » 
man ought to have protested against the measure—to have 
asserted the dignity of the country which he represented—and 
to have denounced the violation of the laws of nations as an 
offence that would be visited with a prompt vengeance. In- 
stead of this, it appears he stood tamely by, while Mr. Bow- 
ring’s trunks were opened, the papers read and examined, and 
«* fifteen sealed letters, with two sealed packets, one of them 
‘ from the Portuguese Ambassador at Paris, to the Portuguese 
* Minister in London,” were taken from him. His passports 
were also taken; and after a detention of two days, he 
was delivered over to the military police, to be conducted 
to Boulogne, and was there thrown into a filthy dungeon, 
to wait what other vengeance the Bourbons may dare to 
inflict. There was a time when sucha proceeding would 
have roused the indignation of this whole country :—and 
satisfaction would have been loudly demanded for this 
national insult. Tufermation of this atrocious affair was 
first com punicated to Me. Jeremy Bentham, who wrote to Mr. 
Canning’s effice an account of the matter; and Mr. Canning 
promised to write to Sir Charles Siuart, the English Ambassador 
at Paris, on the same eveniag. We trust the writing of our 
new foreign secretary will be to the purpose, We are aware 
that he can write well—but the best style for such a purpose, 
is that which will be the most decisive. The British ambassa- 
dor should be instructed to demand the liberation of Mr, Bow- 
ring, or his passports. There should be no enquiry while Mr. 
Bowring is detained in custody. His instant liberation, and the 
restoration of all lis letters and papers should be peremptorily 
insisted upon. An ambassador of spirit would not bave waited 
for instructions to do this. His own feelings would have told 
him what to co; and he should have either procured Mr. 
Bowring’s lileration or have been himself the bearer of the news 


to England, that such a flagrant outrage had been committed, 
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It is not a case that requires any reasoning. Whatever may be 
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the contents of the letters, the outrage remains the same. A 
gentleman who undertakes to bear the correspondence placed 
in his hands, is not to enquire into the contents of that corres- 
pondence, nor can he by any means be rendered responsible for 
them. The cause of the seizure is apparent enough. The 
French Post-office never possessed any character for integrity. 
It was a common practice to open letters, take copies of them, 
and sometimes suppress them altogether. It was a mere engine 
of policy ; and no one trusted it, who could obtain other means 
of conveyance. Recently it has become much worse. The 
fears and jealousies of the Bourbons and their adherents—the 
Knowledge that they are seated on explosive and combustible 
materials —the certainty that the nation is conspiring against 
them—and the dread of some sudden vengeance overtaking 
their usurpaticn—makes them fearful of every breath that passes 
over the ocean of politics. Finding that no further secrets 
were to be discovered by opening letters at the post office ; and 
dreading that some political convulsion was preparing, the 
desperate expedient of seizing Mr. Bowring was adopted. He 
was amen of known liberal sentiments, and vas acquainted 
with men of similar principles. It was very likely that his friends 
would entrust him with letters they would not send by the 
post-office ; and, by seizing him, it was probable the Bourbons 
might at least Jearn the epinions of the liberal party on the 
aspect of public affairs. The dishonour of the thing was a 
trifle. Tyrannical governments only think of what is eaxpedi- 
ent. The consequences were thought but light of. The known 
predilection of the English Cabinet for the holy a/liance was 
relied upon, and Mr. Bowring was seized. 

The moment this act was known at Paris, every foreign 
minister should have left the French Court. The Bourbons 
would then have fallen to the ground in twenty-four hours. 
France would have regained lier freedom; and the league of 
despots would have been finally dissolved. But nations are 
NOT now represented at Courts, Ambassadors only represent 
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the Cabinets from which they are sent; and in the general con- 
spiracy of governments to keep down the spirit of the people, 
this outrage may be a concerted incident. ‘The European des- 
pots are all as suspicious as they are tyrannical. They know 
that their authority is suspended by a single thread, that may 
at any instant be cut in two;—and in the constant 
alarm which they cannot but feel, they have recourse to 
every base and outrageous means, of endeavouring to 
satisfy their curiosity. The French Government has beew 
lately improving upon the Sidmouth System of Spies and In- 
formers ; and there is reason to believe that it meditated the 
destruction of the most conspicuous Liberals, by contriving to 
implieate them in the more active conspiracies against the Bour- 
bon faction. [1 was probably supposed that the correspon- 
dence of which Mr. Bowring was the bearer, would have im- 
Plicated them, by some means—would have pointed to them in 
a way that might colour suspicion, and afford a pretext for 
seizing them. For this object, a contempt for ordinary laws 
was nothing wonderful; but in what estimation must France 
hold Great Britain, when she ventures upon such an insult. 
Unless the two Cabinets are iv secret alliance, the French Mi- 
nisterg must have taken this audacious measure, as an insult to 
our impotence, as it respects the power of waging foreign war- 
fare. It is, however, thie more probable, that France relies 
upon a continuance of the friendship for the cause of despotism, 
which has long prevailed in the British cabinet—that it hopes 
the spirit of Castlereagh still presides there—and that any 
outrage will be overlooked which is committed in the cause of 
the right divine to do whatever is wrong. An attempt is 
making to establish a perfect despotism in France. It already 
exists. The charter is nothing but a name. All the laws 
intended to secure the political liberty of the people are wrest- 
ed from their purpose, M not altogether repealed. The King 
is the King of a faction, and not the King of France, 
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but it is this faction that usurps the name of France— 
it is this faction which is in alliance with other} states 
—it is to please this faction that England has her 
alien act —aund it was to raise, and to support this faction, that 
we have incurred the enormous debt that weighs us to the 
ground, and washed every quarter of the earth with British 
Biood! And in return for this, the faction has dared te com- 
mit an unparalleled ontrage en the person of a British 
citizen—and, after committing a robbery on his property, 
this faction presumes to hold him in custody on a 
charge of high treason against a groupe of banded spoilers 
of their country! If such an outrage be permitted to pass 
without ample atonement, both to the country, and to the indi- 
vidual, it will amount to full proof of what has long been sus- 
pected, that the English Cabinet is a secret party to the Holy 
Ailiance ; since nothing but a common interest in the cause of 
despotism, can prevent a prompt and vigorous interference in 
behalf of Mr. Bowring. The Portuguese Ambassador will, of 
course, demand the papers which he confided to Mr. B. The 
Government which he represents is not likely to put up with such 
insult! The spirit that produced the revolution in Portugal, 
will not hesitate to require satisfaction for the wrongs of its 
representative. The French faction probably expeets this; as 
there is no doubt but that the French Ministry is anxious to 
Support the royal faction in Spain and Portugal. ‘Phe distur- 
bances in Spain have been long fomented by the royal faction in 
France :—and if the royal cause could have made any stand in 
the Peninsula, it would have received the open countenance of 
the French Ministry. The vigorous exertions now making by 
the Spanish Ministry, to extirpate the Armies of Faith, and the 
fanatics who wish to restore the ancient despotism—the effec- 
tual controul in which the revolutionists have placed King Fer- 
dinand—and the matured alliance between Spain and Portugal, 
have shewn the French Ministry, that there is no time to be lost, 
if they contemplate auy attack upon the revolutionary systems ; 
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and this outrage may have been ventured upon ao a means o, 
provoking a crisis. We have no objection to this policy ; be- 
cause we are satisfied that another appeal to the sword is the 
only means of teaching the despots of the age that its edge is 
100 sharp for them. If France has three hundred thousand 
more troops to perish im Spain, the latter country can find 
graves forthem. And if the mighty Autocrat of all the Russias 
has more subjects than he needs, and can persuade them to 
embark for Spain, there is room enough to accommodate them 
in the same manner. ‘The means of healing the dissentions of 
Spain, would be a foreign invasion ; and if the loyal faction of 
France will venture upoa such a measure, liberty may yet be 
indebted to them for more service than they intend it. A friend 
of ours, whio sees as far as most men, will have it that freedom 
ig destiued t» re-enter France, from the frontiers of Spain; and 
this would be ove means of preparing it a road. How far it 
will proceed, in such a case, and what other nations may learn 
to “ speak Spanish,” is a question that will suggest itself te 
every one; and the question will be answered according to the 
hopes and fears of the parties. It may be decided, however» 
from the present state of the political world, that the Spanish 
style will become daily more in fashion. France cannot long 
remain in her present condition. ‘The scaffolds are stream 

ing with blood the prisons are filled with succeedi 1g victims— 
the Press is bound in fetters— the Charter ts abolished —the law 
is a nullity, and all confidence in the Government is anniliilated, 
By some, the situation of France is compared to that of Eng- 
Jand, after the restoration of the Stuarts, But it is much 
worse ; for in addition to all the evils of the restoration of a 
race ‘* who have learnt nothing, and can forget nothing,” there 
is a rage for persecution, in the idle hope of exterminating opt 

nious! The English were tired of contention; and, however 
unwisely, really wished for the restoration. ‘The French, on the 
contrary, were compelled to receive the Bourbous, wio they 
hated or despised, or were indifferent to, ‘They were thrust 
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pon the throne by forcign bayonets, and remain there 1m virtue 
of an alliance with the foreign Cabinets who placed them there. 
This alliance onee dissolved, and this throne of ice would melt 
before the sun of reason :—and one of the maia props of this 
alliance is gone already. The peu-knife of Lord Castlereagh 
has severed one of the knots of union:—and the desperate 
measures of the French Ministey, in all probability, procecd 
from a sense of the desperate situation in which they are placed ; 
feeling as they must, that 1f their foreign friends abandon “them 
before they have rivetted their chains upon the nation, they mast 
fall, ‘‘ like Lucifer, never to rise again.” ‘Phere will be no third 
restoration for them. Their authority once lost, will be lost for 
ever :—andas the fate of the English boroughmongers is in- 
volved in the fate ef the Bourbons, the movements of France 
become more tteresting as they approach the final catastrophe 
of that race. 

In the relative situation of the two countries, France cannot 
be agitated deeply, and England remain calm. TYhere needs 
no conspiracy to make the two states move in unisca. The 
progress of information has superceded tie necessity of conspi- 
racy. Enlightened and honest men in ail countries now enter- 
tain the same,general ideas on the subject of government; and 
their conduct tends, in a great measure perhaps without any 
consciousness of the matter on their parts, to the promulgation 
of liberal principles. There isno necessity to meet in sccret 
assemblies to point out the natural equality of man. The prin- 
ciple has gone abroad, and is fully recognized. We need on 
plotting to tell us, that the rights of man are inalienable; and 
that, when wrested from the multitude by force, it is no treason 
to recover them by force. We need no secret signs, no watch- 
words, todistinguish friends from foes :—the common object is 
apparent to all eyes, and we have on'y to march towards it, 
with the prudence requisite to prevent falling —to no purpcse! 
The whole of Europe is hastening to revolution. A general 


decay pervades the whole of the old governa its. However 
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fresh and vigorous they look, the worm is at the bottom. They 
were not founded upon the reason of the people, and they will 
not bear the scrutiny of the understanding, Fall they must how- 
ever propped up by military force, or religioas imposture. 
The fiat of their dissolution has been pronounced; and they 
nod already to their fall. 

For the comfort of this age, knaves have grown more silly 
than they were wont to be. They will “kick against the pricks,” 
instead of taking a little time to smooihe them off. They have 
not patience to pick their road ; but dash neadlong on into every 
slough that stands in their way. The buzzing of a fly in their 
faces maddens them ; aud they cali for broom sticks to drive 
the flies out of the windows with. M. Michelot, the editor of 
the Miroir, a French jourual, on the liberal side, published the 
two following articles, which the silly ministry construed inte 
libels. They demanded the punishment of the auther, and 
he was erraigned before the tribunal of the correctional police 
The prosecution of Mr. Hone, for following the trade of Rt. 
Hon. G. Canning, in the manufacture of parodies, was foolish 
enough, onthe art of the British Cabinet, and its advisers, 
“learned inthe law;’”’ but this act of the French Ultras was 
still more ridiculous. The first of the libellous articles was 
entitled, Paris in 5839, a Dream.— 

“The author supposes that Americais become the centre of 
civilization, and that Europe is ouly one vast solitude covered 
with ruins. He crosses the oeean to visit the remains, the sad 
evidence of departed greatness, and following the winding course 
of the Seive, arrives at the ruins of Paris. Tite author then 
proceeds in the following manner :—‘‘ Here at every turning 
the most learned antiquarian of our party favoured us with a 
profound dissertatior, Behold, he exclaimed, the site of a 
magnificent edifice, which was called the Palaise Royal, be- 
cause it was the residence of the Monareh. Here one may see- 
what was otce the Louvre. ‘Phe origin of this name 1s uu- 
known, but, by analogy, I am induced to affirnn, that Louvre 
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was only the translation of the Latin word /upania—louverie, 
a place for wolves. The Louvre, therefore wes the abode of 
wild beasts, which the kings kept confined, there in great iron 
cages, to be exhibited on certain days as a spectacle to the 
people, &c. There,’ continned our oracle, ‘ was the bed of re. 
pose, the burying ground of the good citizens: it was called 
the Champs Elysees. Near the gardens of the King are the 
foundations of a building called the menagerie. ... Menagerte 
is a word derived from the Gothic menage, which signifies 
husbandry, or economy. The menagerie was the treasury of the 
state. This building was the receptacle for the money which 
was raised py taxes, and it also served for the residence of 
the magistrate who was appointed to regulate the finances of the 
state. ‘This person, who was necessarily a good husbandman, 
was entitled the Minister of Finance. Here a loud voice in 
the street awakened me. The Paris of 5839 vanished, and the 
Paris of 1821 appeared before me. I recollected my dream, 
and my faith in antiquarian studies received a shock. What 
is there in this science, I exclaimed, ‘ All that we know of 
Athens and of Rome may be as chimerical as what 1 learned 
of Paris in my dream.’ ” 

This burlesque of antiquarian knowledge was called an 
insu.t to the person of the King; inasmuch as it compared 
him to a wild beast !—when (the public prosecutor might have 
added) every body knew he was as tame asa tame duck! 
A droller subject for prosecution could not be well imagined ; 
but Kings and ministers of state are delicate subjects; and 
there is no touching them without danger. Call them wise or 
good; and they prosecute you for laughing at them. Censure 
them as bad, or foolish, and you bring down all the wrath 
of their vengeance! State Religion, too, is alinost as tender- 
skinned, as state policy. It does not wait now to have its ear 
sliced off, but startles at any flea-bite. ‘The second libel of M. 
Michelot was entitled Travelling Shows,” and consists prin- 
cipally of an extract of a letter from Dieppe in the following 
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terms :—“ You must remember to have seen at St. Cloud 
certain tents in which monkeys, learned dogs, and other pheno- 
mena, are shewn to such persons as feel interested in these mat- 
ters. Walking on the port the other day with some friends, 
I proposed that we enter a tent of this kind to see what kind of 
animals it contained. We approached one, and heard the crier, 
a trumpet in his hand, calling to the people, and, with the 
voice of a Stentor, announcing that the shew would commence 
immediately, and that it would be still more wonderful than any 
that had before been exhibited. ‘ Walk in,’ said he, ‘ Ladies 
aud Gentlemen; you will see the birth of our Saviour, the 
Doubts of Joseph about the Virgin Mary, his wife, the Passion, 
the Resurrection, &c., We rushed in, and obtained the front 
seat without caring for the price, which, however, was full six- 
pence. The curtain was soon drawn up, and I saw the family of 
Punch transformed into Jews, Pharisees, and magicians. The Vir- 
gin appeared, and was put to bed and delivered without the pains 
of childbirth. Joseph, who did not understand this affair, calls 
his spouse some hard names, that mightily pleased the audi. 
ence, which was chiefiy composed of the inhabitants of the por’; 
« You see,’ said a married woman who sat behind me, ‘ that the 
injustice of husbands preceded ‘the birth of the Saviour.’ This 
reflection diverted those who heard it. The passion followed 
what we had just seen. The character of Judas was admira- 
ble ; however, every body seemed to be of opinion that it was 
common, and might be met with every day. Herod, witha 
doctor’s cap on his head, interpreted very badly, and discover- 
ed in the least actions of our Saviour sufficient cause for bis 
crucifixion. Pontius Pilate washed his hands of the business 
with an air the most becoming and indifferent imaginable. 

“ The shew, according to the announcement, finished with 
the resurrection. The spectators retired cracking a thousand 
jokes upon the puppets changed into Jews and Romans, and ! 
fur a moment imagined myself carried back to that remote pe 
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viod of which Boileau speaks, when an ignorant troop of strol. 


lers represented mysteries on temporary sca ffoldings— 
‘* Et sottement zelec en sa simplicite, 


* Jouait les saiuts, la Vierge, ct Dieu par piete.” 

The author concludes by some reflections on the abuse of this 
kind of spectacle, and expressed a desire to have it abolished.“ 

This is the very climax of religious folly ; for the &bed only 
details the performance of an ordiuary puppet-shew; but the 
detail appeared in a diberal paper, and therefore was an outrage 
fo the religion of the State; which ds thus, by the law authori- 
ties, identified with the idle mummeries of an itinerant Punch ! 
By what accident do such men cs the Ministers of France, (and 
we may add of England) get shuffled to the top of the pack ? 
The crying philosopher might kill himself with laughter at such 
matters as these; but it is the common charter of ignorant pre, 
sumption to dare with success, what wisdom and integrity would 
refuse to attempt. The number of the foolish and the indifferent 
preponderates so much, that quackery, both in politics and 
religion, finds always an ample scope ; and until the world is 
wiser, it ought not to expect to be better used, for it does not 
deserve it, Paine discovered the seeret basis of tyranny was in 
the ignorance, and consequent credulity of the people ; and the 
people of this country burnt him in effigy, and would have burnt 
him in reality, if they could have caught him, for announcing 
the discovery. But the world grows wiser, from the exercise of 
ls feelings, if not from the improvement of its reason; and the 
experience of the Continent, and particularly of France, ought 
to lead them in the right path at last. If the French had never 
consented to the creation of an Emperor, they would never 
have had to deplore the restoration of the Bourbons. The 
latter event was the natural punishment for the siz of the 
former. If they must have an hereditary despotism, Bourbon is 
as good as Napoleon. When the feeling against tyranny evapo- 
vated, the path was prepared for any tyrant. ‘They will in future 
be aware that there is no safety for the public but in the pub- 
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lic superintendance of the public rights. Whenever a people 
sleep, in the confidence that any rulers will do all that is requi- 
site, and nothing that is injurious, they resemble the bees that 
engaged a horde of wasps to defend their honey, while the poer 
bees were absent in search of more. As fast as it was brought 
home, the wasps devoured it ; and when winter came, the bees 
perished for want of food. Nor were the wasps to blame. It 
was their business to eat honey, if the bees were silly enough to 
fetch itfor them. The wasps could not have compelled the 
bees to labour; but if they were inclined to feed others, they 
could not expect the wasps to refuse to eat. When Napoleon 
proposed his own installation, and the establishment of a race 
of hereditary nobility, he prepared the way for his own destruc- 
tion. It wasa recurrence to an exploded error, which disgust- 
ed themore enlightened part of his admirers, and destroyed the 
zeal which was requisite to give a national basis to his designs. 
He drewa line of separation between his private adherents, 
and the nation at large: and though the excellence of his mili- 
tary system kept the soldiery attached to his interest: yet the 
event proved, that even the best military system, with the most 
gallant and best appointed army, are of no avail, without the 
national interest is combined with the peculiar designs of its 
rulers, When Bouaparte fell, nature proclaimed that no 
tyranny should be of long duration. The whole of Europe 
imbibed the same feelings of independence; and though the 
expression is restrained, it only takes deeper rout, and entwines 
itself more firmly round the heart. 

The outrage committed upon the person of Mr. Bowring 
may be destined to fix the era of a second revolution :—and 
when that event occurs, the boroughmongers of England will 
have laboured for so many years, and spent somany millions, 
tono purpose. The liberty of Europe will have been delayed 
for a few years:—but the experience afforded by the delay 
will still compensate for it. Thirty years ago, but few of the 
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siates were prepared for liberty; and if it had been conferred 
upon them, they would have used 4. as children use play things 
-——soil them, and throw them aside. Now the princples of 
representative government, as exemplified in the United States 
are universally understood. Nations supposed the ntost igno- 
rant, understand and apply them with the greatest facility,— 
and if those which have been hitherto denominated the most 
enlightened hesitate to adopt them, they will be justly the scoff 
and the derision not only of the European world, but of the 
natives of the Southern continent, and even of the poor negroes 
of the West Indies, where the spirit of the age has afforded a sa- 
lutary lesson, and a mauly example, of what courage inspired 
by the love of liberty can effect. 


nodW. 








LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
——— 
From the Black Dwarf to Lord Grosvenor. 


DROLERY OF WHIG CLUB PRINCIPLES. 
My Lord, 

Whig clubs are very drollthings. Their proeeed- 
ings always put one in mind of Paine’s admirable simile of the 
aspect of point-on-point, in America. He adplied it to the shewy 
nothingness of Burke’s style ; but it suits the business of modern 
Whig Ciubs much better. The place, lie tells us, received its 
name from the appearance of a headland, which as fast as the 
apparent point was made, receded from the eye, and appeared 
still at a distance. Just so, wy Lord, is it with the Whigs. 
Whenever they proffer the principle, and one runs to embrace 
it, away fies the principle, and nothing is left but the whiz ! 


The Cheshire Whig Club affords no exception to this rule. 


Modern whigs seem to be quite afraid of coming to any poiat. 
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They would not, for the world, be understood. Like sliglit of 
hand performers, they want only to be admired ; andto secure 
admiration, they see they must keep the understanding at a 
very respectful distance indeed! I really wonder why they 
dare toast the memory of Charles James Fox, who certainly 
was no coward, when he had any purpose that courage was 
necessary to accomplish. The Whigs now liave no object for 
the accomplishment of which courage is not the most essential 
requisite ; yet have they not among the party scarcely a single 
grain of that manly virtue. Your Lordship is no exception to 
this charge. You are considered a very bold politician. You will 
not shrink from the frown of a minister ; and the journals of the 
day reported that you had declared you would rather have 
thrown the Liturgy into your monarch’s face, than have erased 
her Majesty’s name from the prayer for the royal family. But 
pride is not courage—passion is not spirit—good intentions are 
not principles. When we bring your lordship to the point, we 
find your shrink from reason, though you fear not the minister 
—and if you would have thrown the Liturgy at your king, you 
do not hesitate to throw dust in the eyes of the people. The 
papers teil us that you presided at the meeting of the Cheshire 
Whig Club on Weduesday week. These assemblies might do 
good, if the parties were honest, and courageous; but this it 
seems is too much to expect from the gentlemen of Cheshire» 
even with your lordship at their head ;—and in not being useful’ 
they become miscisievous. 

t is a most gratuitous piece of stupidity on the part of the 
Whigs, to throw down the gauntlet to the common sense of the 
people, whenever the question of Reform is introduced, without 
any necessity for so doing. What could induce you, my lord, 
after the toast of “ the essentzal form of Liberty, a FULL, 
“parr, and FREE representation of THE PEOPLE, in the 
‘<< Commons ilouse of Parliament,” to utter the nonsense 
which the papers attribute to you? They make you say, that 
«when Reform was spoken of in the Cheslnire Whig Club, i 
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“could not be supposed that they were for going to the 
“extremes of it. In proposing that toast, for Instance, it 
« could not be supposed that you were for annual parliaments 
“and universal snflrage. You do not mean that repre. 
“sentation should be equal throughout the country:— 
“no one could expect to equalize a great question of that 
“nature permanently :—but you were convinced that some- 
thing must be done, in order that the people might be more 
“ fully represented |’ Now, my Lord, if you can find for me, 
in the sane compass, a greater collection of absurdity and 
contradiction, than is furnished by this language, in contrast 
with the toast quoted, I shall be much obliged to you; and | 
will give you leave to search for examples through ail the non- 
sense ever spoken in the annals of hereditary legislation. Will 
your Lordship allow me to ask you, why you propoesd a full, 
fair, and free representation, when you did not mean any suelh 
thing ?—when you only wished the people to be mere fully 
represented, which they might be by the addition of one more 
popular Member, and yet be as far from any effectual Reform, 
as at present. You did not mean that the representation should 
be equal. What then, in the name of that officious devil who 
is always addling whig heads—what does your Lordship mean ? 
Come, my Lord, your explanation, How can the representa- 
tion of the people, be FULL, and FAIR, and FREE, and yet 
not be equal ?—since it has been shewn a hundred times over 
by incontrovertible demonstration, that without Annual Parlia- 
ments, and Universal Suffrage, the representation of the people 
cannot be full, fair, and free— why do you affectto propose the 
end, while yo: are opposed to the means? When you propose 
a full, fair, and free representation of the people, in the 
toast, whom do you exclude in your reservation? What 
class of the inliabitants of this country do you _ pretend 
should be refused a common participation in the commou 
tights? Do speak out, and speak plainly; or be wise 
enough to hold ycurtongue, This nota question for Whig 
Clubs to degide:—=still less is it one on which they shoulp 
dictate conclusions. Be modest, my lord. The people begin to 
to see what they want; and they see very clearly that it is for 
themselves to decide whiat they will have. The advocates of 
annual parliaments, and universal suffrage, arequite ready to 
refer the question to the PUBLIc ; and when they shall have 
spoken in their favour it will be vain for Whig Clubs, or Whigs, 
to object to them. Why do you anticipate these matters? When 
they must be determined, your lordship would xaturally 
oppose Radical Reform. ‘The best of the aristocracy wani 
the people to hold their liberties upon the bounty of their 
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superiors., The people, on the contrary, demand that theiz 
freedom should rest ouly on the basis of their native rights ! 
There rests the miglity difference. You would offer them 
favors while they seek justice, and give them alms, when they 
require restitutions 

I could not but laugh at the remarks of your lordship, when 
you proposed the tovst-—“ The people—may they know their 
rights ; and knowing assert them.” This was to to interpreted 
constiiutionally! Pray, my lord, how is that? And you 
regret the abridgment of the important right of petition / 
Good night, my lord? I must conclude, lest I be indicted 
for ridiculing it a second time. ” 

Yours, &c. 


THE BLACK DWARF. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Received il. from T. Rawson, Esq. of Wardsend, Sheffield, for 
Mr. Lewis- 


The pamphlet from Wigan is received, and the Editor thanks his 
correspondent for it. 


The cace respecting Easter Offerings is olso received. 


LiperaTion OF Mr. Hunt.—A Meeting has been held by several 
friends of this gentleman, to arrange the preliminary measures for 
a public dinner in London, on the 6ih of November, being his 
birth-day ; with such mode of reception as may be best calculated 
to express the public approbation of his indefatigable exertions, 
both ia and out of prison. A public breakfast is to be prepared 
at Iichester, on the morning of the 30th inst. ,—and from thence 
he will proceed, ip precession, to Taunton, to attend a public din- 
ner, given him by the freeholders of Somersetshire, with T. 
Nortramore, Esq. in the Chair. Sir Charles will also attend; 
and several other public spirited individuals are invited. 


Mr. Mapp oexs.—The term of imprisonment to, which Mr. M. 
was sentenced, as a partner in the consprracy of Major Cartwright, 
Mr. Wooler, Mr. Edmonds, and Mr. Lewis, to returo a legislatoria 
attorney for Birmingham, expires on Thursday next, the 17th inst. 
The security required for his good behaviour was given on Wed- 
nesday last. N.Simmons, Esq., of Glowcester Lodge, near Croy- 
don, and Mr. Cleary, attended at Bow Sireet for that purpose. The 
ease of Mr. Maddocks will be long remembered as an instance e 
of the KINDNESS, JUSTICE, and ImpaRTiazity of the Court of 
King’s Bench; it having sentenced him to the longer period of 
imprisonment in the same breath which it admitted he was the 
Least Cul pable of the parties. 
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ILLEGAL CLAIMS OF THE CHURCH. 


AR EE 


Priests are not what they seem to vulgar eyes:— 
[n our credulity their value lies. 
_— 
Yyrue.-- A spiritual income tax, levied without competent authority, 
either in law, or gospel, for the maintenance of the priesthood. 





The case of Mr. Peter Watson, who is now in Durham Gaol, 
on a writ for contempt of the Ecclesiastical Court, in refusing 
to pay Easter Offerings, demands a greater share of public 
attention than it has yet received. The claims of the Church, 
questionable as they are in point of right, ought to be advanc- 
ed with decency and moderation :—and it becomes a serious 
affair, when men are thrown into prison for refusing payment 
of what were originally voluntary contributions :—the more 
particularly when those contributions were not intended for the 
use of the clergy, who now claim and exercise the power of 
incarcerating men who will not be plundered in respectful 
silence. . 

In the proeeedings of the Ecclesiastical Court ‘Mr. Watson 
displayed a great degree of legal research into the subject; as 
the following extracts will shew. Mr. John Burrell, was the 
proctor employed for the plaintiff; and Mr, Watson defended 
his own case. 

“ Vr. Burrell stated, that the amount of his demand on 
behalf of the Rev. Wm. Nesfield, as Curate of the parish of 
Chester-le-Street, in which parish the Defendant was a xesident 
householder, was Tenpence, on account of Easter Offerings, 
Oblations, Obventions, or Substraction of Obventions; namely 
Sixpence for an Offering Hen; one Penny, called Smoke Pen- 
ny; and, for two Communicants, severally above the age ef 
sixteen, Threepence ; that is, one penny halfpenny each,—duly 
owing to the said Rev, Wm. Nesfield, and not paid to him or to 
any person on his account and for his use. 

“ Peter Watson. Sir, 1 demand of you, as a professional 
Gentleman, to inform me msuch a way as we may rightly under- 
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formation of the Church, or by what Act of the Legislature, 
or giant ofany of our kings, since that period, you are legally 
authorised to make the demand which you say ts duly owing 
and not paid. If you ean shew me any such act or grant in 
existence toenforce the payment of your demand, P wil willingly 
forfeit my life. 

“Phe Vicar General, (addressing the Defendant) There 
is ‘an Obligation’ due to the Church, which you are in duty 
bound to pay. 

‘© Peter Watson. Fray, Sir, what docs the ‘ Oblation 
sJeniy? 

“To this question no answer was giver. 

“* Peter Watson. Sir, since you have refused to answer my 
question, without stopping to enquire into the reasons for your 
sitence, [ will answer it for you. Vhese Oblations, no doubt, 
had their ovigin in the ignorance, and were blended with the 
Popish superstitions of our forefathers. When afflicted with 
sickness, or when it was supposed they were drawing nigh unto 
death, they sent for their priest confessor, — His first enquiry 
was relative to the property and worldly circumstances of the 
sick person ; which having satisfied himself of, his next care was 
to impress on the mind of the sufferer the importance of leav- 
ing a large portion of his worldly sabstance to the church ; 
by which, and the prayers of the holy father, he was assured 
he would be enabled to pass through purgatory, without ever 
putting a foot into it, and should then straight-way arrive at 
the “* Meadow of Ease,” where he would remain until it should 
please St. Peter to open to him the Gates of Paradise, where 
no lieretic shall ever enter. By these means, and aided by 
the ignorance and superstition of the Laity m_ those days, the 
clergy were enabled to ‘ rob widows’ houses,’ and possess 
themselves of the patrimony of famihes, to the injury of the 
children and relatives. 


“¢ The Vicar General. Weil, there is also an ‘ Obveniiou,: 
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‘ Peter Watson, An Obvention appears to have originated 
a this country in the year 093, when fnis reigned king of the 
West Saxons. At this period an iron chest was fixed in the 
porch of the church, or in some conspicuous place near the 
entrance, Here such persons as attended Divine Service de- 
posited their mite; some a halfpenny, some a penny, others 
two pence, or what they thought proper and convenient, 
while others contributed nothing. As soon as divine service 
was over, ihe minister andthe clurchwardens examined the 
chest, and gave it to charitable uses,--to succour the widow 
and the fatherless orphan,the sick, the iftirm, and the destitute ; 
but it was never applied to, or intended for, the use of such 
persons as Mr. Nesficid or Mr. Pybus- 

“ Vicar General, ‘Then there is a ‘ Substraction of Ob- 
ventions, 

“ Peter Watson. This refers to what was esteemed, 
in ihese ancient times, a more sacred duty performed by more 
strictly religious persons ; who, in order to have their offering 
sanctified and made more sacred, brought their donations to 
the altar table, such as a shilling, or any amount they thought 
proper. These Obventions, as they were called, were also dis- 
tributed, after service in donations for similar charita-ble pur- 
poses, as before stated. 

‘“‘ Vicar General. Then there is ‘ an Offering.’ 

“ Peter Watson. An Offering is a free-will gift. I may 
either give it or withhold it, as I chose. I may either sacrifice 
to God or to man, as the ancients used to do, either in burnt 
offerings or in drink-offerings, or such like. If I were so circum- 
stanced, that a beggar should call at my door every Monday 
morning, and I should give him sixpence, and continue to do 
so week after week, and weekly, for a period of years ; and 
afterward, either from my own resources being exhausted, or 
from any change of circumstances in the receiver, by which 
he was rendered less an object of commisevation and charity, 
or from some demerit on his part w point of personal cha: 
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racter, or for othe: reasons, best known to myself, T should 
withhold the customary benefaction trom the said beggar, he 
might as well come to this very Court, and demand a citation, 
to enforce the payment of that which he never had a legal 
right to receive. 

“ Mr. Burrell. You see there is only tenpence demanded 
by Mr. Nesfield * 

“ Peter Watson, If Mr. Nesfield demand only tenpence, 
how comes his agent to have collected or demanded one 
shilling and twopence illegally? Mr. Burrell, Proctor, says, 
that no more than tenpence can be demanded ; and that the 
clerk or agent who demanded beyond that statement now set 
forth, had no legal right so to do. 

“ Mr. Burrell, Then you do refuse to pay to Mr. Nes- 
field or his agant the sum of tenpence, so charged ? 

“ Peter Watson. Ido; and rather than submit to pay an 
exaction so evidently illegal, without more proofs in justi- 
fication of the claim than you have hitherto produced, I would 
suffer myself to be flayed alive, and my skin to be nailed to 
the church door, to intimidate others from coming to your 
Court. When must I attend here again? 

“ Mr. Burrell. This day fortnight.” 

Thus ended the first day’s proceedings. On the second the 
matter proceeded as follows :— 

“ Mr. Burrell. | 1 have received a letter from Mr. Nesfield , 
setting forth, that there is a ** Peter Penny” in his statement ; 
and I will read it to you, if you chuse. 

“ After Mr. Burrell had read a part of Mr. Nesticld’s letter, 
the Defendant declined hearing any more of it; and proceeded 
to interrogate the Proctor on the purport and meaning of 
what he had already read. 


———— — 





* This is the common cant of imposition—its ordinary step-lad- 
der to success. ‘It is only a trifle, do pay us!” When it thus 
thrusts in its nose, il encreases the beggary toa right, and the trifle 
to a larger sum. 
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« Defendant. Now, Mr. Burrell, as a professional gentle- 
arin of the law, I request you will be kind enough to inform 
ne, for what purpose this Peter Penny was originally granted, 
ard to what use it ought to be applied? 

“Mr. Burrell. It is Mr. Nesfield’s statement, and I 
decline saying any more upon tne subject. 

« Defendant. Sir, as you have declined to make your 
statement good, I will state the thing for you, in a manner 
which [ hope will be, at least, clear to your understanding, if 
not satisfactory to your client. This Rome Penny, or Peter 
Penny, as you call it, was originally given at a Synod, held 
by Inis and Offa, kings of the West Saxons, in the year 720, 
for the endowment of an English school at Rome; and the Mi- 
nister of every district, or wapentake, were bound, upon 
their oath, to collect it from every opulent house. The money 
se collected was to be transmitted to Pope Gregory, for the 
purpose specitied, and not to be appropriated to any other use 
or purpose whatever. Therefore, it is evident, that neither 
Mir. Nesfield, nor Mr. Pybus, can have any claim whatever, 
ou any inhabitant householder of their parish, on account of 
Peter Pence, unless they can shew that they do really send 
the money collected, or a portion thereof. to Rome, fer the very 
purpose fer which it was originally granted.” 

Being ordered ta attead again that day fortnight, he did so ; 
but the business was confined to presenting lim with a copy of 
Mr. Nesfield’s libel, or charge against him; which accused him 
of withholding from the Church sixpence, commonly called 
an offering hen; one penny, commonly called smoke penny ; 
aud for every person in his family above the age of 16, one 
penny-half-penny each:”—in despite of what the Clergyman 
calls ** a certain laudable custom; whichit might have been 
when the poor received the benefit of it, but which it ceased to 
be when the priest began to put the offering hens upon his 
own, table, and the smoke pence into his own pocket. Mr. 
Watson, on the fourth day, was called upon to answer the 
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libel; and replied, “that the whole were illegal exactions of 
the worst stamp; and had originated in those dismal days 
of mental ignorance and error which preceded the Reforma- 
tion of the Church; when Popish superstition and priestcraft 
overshad owed the land, destroying also the fruits of the earth» 
and the produce of human industry.” 

To this he was told that he must answer the state ments on: 
“a five shilling stamped paper,” though the claim was but 
ten pence; and another fortnight was given him for this pur- 
pose. The time elapsed, and Mr. Watson appeared again ; 
aud being questioned about his answer, said— 

“Twas not prepared for it ; neither do I think myself justi- 
fied in answering Mr. Nesfield’s Libel inthe way you require. 
f am here personatly to defend my own cause; I have no lega! 
adviser ; and therefore shall be obliged to proceed with due con- 
Sideration to eaguire whether the law requires me to give you 
In a written statement. I rather think, by tae laws of my 
country, [ am not bound todo so. [nthe way Ff am enabled 
to view the case at present, I am of opinion, that my furnish- 
ing you with the written statement you require would give you 
too great a power over me,and enable you to shut the court 
door against me, leaving it to your reference against the nex¢ 
chapter or seal day to givea final decree against me. However, 
I will take a further consideration of it against the next court 
day. When must I attend here again ? 

“Mr. Burrell.—This day fortnight. 

At that time he appeared, and his ‘reason for refusing 2 


written reply being asked, le replied very pertinently — 


“Because I ain of opinion, that such a procedure on my 
part would be attended with great injury tomy cause ; as it 
would leave my statements to your reference, and close the 
Court door agaiust myself. I therefore beg to make my own 
statements personally : to which, if you will pay attention, i 
will examine your own law on the case, and shew you clearly, 
athnitting your law to be good, that the Minister of the lesse 
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Chureh has not performed, neither can he perform, according 
co the ritesof the Church of Englaud, as by law established, 
that part of his duty which is required to be performed to 
eatitle him to those claims set forth in his Libel. 1 shall first 
make my statement relative to the ‘ Offering Hen.’ It was giver 
by Inis and Offa, Kings of the West Saxons, in the year 693, 
to the Minister of the lesser Church, at Martinmas ; when he 
and his parishioners, carrying the cross befere them, made their 
grand procession from the lesser Church to the mother Cathedral, 
to sing high mass. The thirteenth of those laws states, that 
this Hen was given by the opnlent houses, and not by the oc- 
cupiers of cottages. It might also be given in three different 
ways; either inseed, in grain, or in fowl. Now, admitting your 
own law to be good, [ wish to know by what law the Min- 
ister of the lesser Church can demand a Hen from each tenant 
of thathouse. I also wish to know the value of a Hen eleven 
hundred and twenty-five years ago, wlien the tax was first im- 
posed, If allowed, the amount of the demand must cearly be 
regulated, both by the quality ofthe house, and the opulence 
and ability of the inhabitant. Therefore, in my opinion, all 
sub-tenants, at least, are exonerated, by ‘law, from the pay- 
ment thereof. According to the rites and ceremonies of the 
established reformed Church of England you can make no 
claims of this kind ; because, to entitle you to such claims it 
would require the performance of other religious rites and cere- 
monies, inconsistent with the present Protestant Establishment, 
and recognized only by the Roman Catholic religion. There. 
fore you would have to overturn the present system of Governs 
ment, and establish Popery in the place of Protestantism, as 
by Jaw established, before you could demand payment. In 
short, I dispute your right, in this case, altogether, and consider 
your demand beth unjust and illegal_—When must | attend 
here again? 

“ Mr. Burrell,.—This day fortnight.” 

On the seventh day he was again asked if he had brought 
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he wiiitcn slatemients, and he replied,—-“ Ihave not. Tara 
a straight forward) man, not to be turned from ny purpose, 
ether fo the rigut orto the left. thinks Sir, Dhave already 
made a fuli developement of the law relative to your Hen, on 
the last Court day ; 1 will vow, therefore, with you permission, 
dissect the law on the? Smoke Penny. — This was aiso given by 
fais and Offa, Kings of the West Saxons, tothe Minister of the 
leser Church, at Midwinter and it is natural for me to suppose 
thet there is half a year trom Midsummer to Christmas day, 
The Smoke Penny was not demanded from any but the more 
opulent houses, and that out according fo the quality or ability 
of the inhabitant, but saci to the quality of the house 
whabited, [twas collected at Midwinter; and night be given 
either m money or brushwood, as it) was considered to be for 
winter's fuel for the Minister of the lesser Church; his salary, 
at that period, not execeding twenty five wile avear. | 
will further state to you, though not connected with the pre- 
sent question, that the tythes- were tlien given for other pur- 
poses than those to which they are now applied; namely, ir 
four parts, the first for the exigencies of the state : second 
for building, repairing, and ornamenting churches; third, for 
keeping and supporting the poor; and the fourth pat was 
vive for tie maintenance of the Ministers ofthe Gospel; whose 
duty tt was to bury the deal, to marry the people, to baptize 
ghe cluldren, and church the women, without fee or reward, 
or any charge to the parties. At that day the freehold of the 
charch was the common right of the people, who might either 
break the ground themselves, for the interment of their own 
family or frieuds, or to be broken up byothe Beadle or the Sex- 
con of the Church ; in which latter case only was it required 
to pay the labourer for his trouble. 

“Vicar General.—I will give youto the next Court day to 
put in your wriften statements ; anit if not produced according 
to my order, [ wel commit you for contempt of Court, 


Vhere seems to have been some little degree of hesitation, «e 
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to the execution of the infamous threat of e@mmittal; as on 
the eighth, uinth, and tenth days, no business was done. The 
eleventh day came; and the same question was repeated :— 
‘have you brought your written statement; and Mr, Watson 
answered, “No, Lhave not! As*you- have set forth m your 
Libel a charge for two Communicants, severally above the age 
of sixteen, I want to know by what law you can enforce me 
to-receive the sacrament to my own condemnation; for in the 
New Testament itis expressiy declared, that ‘ he that carketh 
this cup unwortlily, drinketh lis own condemnation,’ and be 
it known to you, that Judge Blackstone, the most profound 
lawyer, and best expositor of English law this country ever pro~ 
duced, states, in his Commentaries, that the Minister must 
perform all those duties set forth and not performed, before 
he can be entitled to receive any thing therefor. Sir (acdress- 
ing the Vicar Gencral), before Mr. Nestield can obtain this, 
lis statement, he must do mere than ever a man in England had 
to do, or could do. 

“ Vicar General.—Whiat will he have te do? 

“ Defendant, ie will first have to obiain a citation from your 
Court, granted agaiust his preent Majesty George the Fourth’s 
coronation oath, and make him really forswear, what he has 
vireadyswora to perform; namely, to protect the Protestant 
faiths and if he will not do that, to send him back into 
Hanover. He must aiso make ali the King’s Privy Couucil 
do the same ; as also every Bishop, Dean, and Deacon. His 
Majesty’s Ministers and Magistrates must also, in that case, 
become Roman Catholics, and renounce the heresy of Pro- 
testantism. Then might Mr. Nesfield become Pope Necroman- 
cer the First, and sing high mass, accompanied by his parishion- 
ers, in grand procession, all the way from the lesser Church 
to the mother Cathedra!. Then, and not til then, can he 
demand aHen. You see, therefore, clearly, “ir, by your 
own laws, and admitting them to be good, which they are net, 
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that the Minister of the lesser Church will have all tiiese 
duties to perform before he cau obtain these exaction:.” 

The defendant was afterwards informed that the proceed- 
ings against him in the Court, relative to the libel, had termi- 
nated; but the Zeus and smoke pence were not to be lost with- 
out an effort; and as “ the Ecclesiastical Courts have no. 
power to punish contumacy of this, or any other nature ; 
nor can they enforce their own judgments, or inflict any other 
punishment, except by excommunication, which the defend- 
aut does not seem to hold in fear, the Bishop certities by his 
officer, the contumacy complained of, to the Court of Chan- 
cery ; and prays the imterposition of the common law, to enforce 
that which the canon law has not the power to do; and by t 
writ de contumace caprendo, calls upon the Court of Pleas at 
Curham, to afford its aid in the matter.’ This writ issued oug 
of the Court of Chancery, at Westminster, is return- able in 
tlie Court of Pleas, at Durham, on the first sitting ofthe latter 
Court, after the expiration of two months, from the 3d of 
August. By virtue of this writ, Mr. Watsen was arrested, 
aud imprisoned in Durham Gaol, on the 16th of August last, 
and is now awaiting the issue, 

We trust he will be adequately supported in his honest and 
able resistance of these clerical impositions, Meetings has 
been held at Leeds, and Newcastle, to raise the means; and, 
as the attention of the public is now seriously called to the 
grievance of tythes generally, we may calculate that they will 
not submit to the additional grievance of further,and less autho 
rised impositions, under the names of oblations, obventions, 
subtraction of ob ventions, Peter’s pence, offering Levs,or smoke 
pennies, 


























THE BLACK DWARE. 367 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR MR. LEWIS. 
We mentioned in our last the receipt of 101. in aid of the 
funds requisite to defray the fines of Mr. Lewis. This liberal 
subscription was enclosed in the following letter :— 


TO THE EDITOR. 
SIR, 


In requesting you will be pleased to accept the inclosed 
tOl, on account of Mr. Lewis, I have to assure you I was not 
atvare the meeting of Parliament wouid be so long delayed. 
{ trust this individual’s case will be considered as having a claim 
Cand a very strong one too) upon the humane feelings of the 
public, independently of all political considerations. Let them 
reflect upon the severe punishment which two years imprison- 
ment amounts to, and say if it is not out of all proportion to 
the alleged offence, unnecessary to the ends of justice, and be- 
traying a paltry vindictive spirit unworthy of many members of 
the government. Iam with great respect, Sir, 


Your obedient Servant, 
AN ELECTOR OF LONDON, 

Oct. 8, 1822. | 

In pursuing this subject, we cannot avoid calling upon the 
Reformers of Coventry, to follow the examples set by Birming - 
ham and Leeds in behalf of Mr, Lewis. “There is the greater 
necessity for their interference, as we are satisfied that Mr. 
Lewis owes half the lengthened period of his imprisonment, to 
the hatred of the tory faction of that town. ‘the Solicitor 
General, when praying the judgment of the court against Mr. 
Lewis, distinctly stated that the attention of the Attorney 
General had been CALLED to the publication of Mr. Lewis; 
ind by whom it must have been called it is. easy to imagine. 
Mr. Lewis had made himself obnoxious to the “authorities” 
Vthat town, noi more by his general politics, thau from his 
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frequent allusion to local abuses; and the dread of his pro- 
ceeding to expose and pursue the corruptions of the vartous 
charities, determined the faction to endeavour to get him out 
of the town, The threats, and even actual assaults to which li 
was subjected, are known at Coventry to have reduced him to 
the necessity of being armed to secure his personal safety ; and 
those means Of outrage and intimidation failing to drive 
him from Coventry, the more effectual agency of the Attorney 
General was called in to obtain the object. That agency suc 
ceeded. Mr. Lewis has now nearly lingered out his two yeat: 
of almost solitary incarceration :—and we do trust that those 
who applauded the courage which led him iato the danger, wil! 
not leave him to suffer more by the neglect of his friends, than 
he has encountered from the hatred of his enemies. We will 
vot suspect this of the friends of freedom in Coventry :—but 
the mere imagination, on the part of one shut wp from the 
world, that he may be forgotten by those whom he would have 
died to serve, is calculated to torture acute sensibility into 
anguish. Mr. Lewis asks only from the Reformers to open fiis 
prison doors. He does not present himself before them, to ask 
reward for what he has done, or even indemnification ror what 
lie has lost. He knew that he was embarked in a pursuit, in 
which he must suffer :—and he is content to have suffered in the 
common cause, He has sacrificed ALL that he had :—and has 
the world to begin anew, when lie leaves his dungeon. Foz 
this he cares not; but he is anxious to leave it; and would bii- 
terly feel the injury of being detained longer tian the appointed 
time ; and he has no prospect of avoiding this, but in the hope 
of the justice of the Reformers. His friends at Coventry are 
imperiously called upon, uot to be bebind his other friends im 
their exertionsin his behalf; and seriously requesting every om 
to make the case of Mr, Lewis his own, we feel satished of che 
result. 
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CASE OF MR. LEWIS AND MR. PETER WATSON, 





A numerous Public Mecting of the friends of Civil and Reli- 
cious Liberty, was held in the Union Room, Leeds, on Tuesday 
evening, the gth instant, for the purpose of t@kmg into considera- 
tion the propriety of entering into a Subscription for Mr. Lewis, 
of Coventry, but now confined in Oakham Gaol, for advocating a 
Reform; and Mr. Peter Walsou, also in prison, for refusing Easter 
Offerings. 

Mr. J. Mann was unanimously called to the chair. After 
returning thanks to the meeting for the honour they had con- 
ferred, he spoke to the following effect: —Gentlemen,—The cause 
we are ict to support, is onc which it is our duty to promote, 
and which demands our greatest attent'on. Those who are im- 
prisoned for advocating the cause of liberty, eught not to be neg- 
Jected ; we should be unworthy the name of Reformers, if we 
suffer those who are incarcerated, to linger a longer period for 
want of our support. Mr. Lewis fas eminently distinguished him- 
self in the cause of freedom; he has displayed uncommon firm- 
ness, and a patriotic ardour, in advocating the rights and liberties 
of his country. Mr. Lewis was sentenced to two year’s imprison- 
ment, and a fine of 501. for publishing a libei on the Manchester 
Magistrates, &c. What! punished for libeliiag those who ordered 
a drunken and infuriate yeomanry, to tramp!e upen, and slaueli- 
ter, men, women, and children, who were met to petition for 
their rights!) Mr. Lewis was also fined one hundred pounds for 
selling Breakfast Powder, which has since been made legal by Act 
of Parliament, and which is proved to bea most wholesome and 
nutricions beverage. Mr. Lewis’s means are destroyed by three 
Crown prosecutions ; he having also a wife and family to support. 
The term of his imprisonment expires in November next, if he can 
raise the means of paying his fines. Let us then not suffer those 
to sink under the accumulated vengeance of our oppressors, and 
iheir unhappy and disconsolate families to pine in want and 
wretchedness. Our cuemics load with wealth and honours those who 
prostitute their talents, to support themin their usurpation of the 
public nights. Shall we, then, desert thuse who have defendcd our 
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cause! Forbid it, Countrymen! At 2 time when the despots of 
Europe are met to rivet the chains of slavery upon millions of 
their fellow creatures—to deprive those nations of liberty who 
have obtained it,—and to conquer those who are nobly struggling 
in its glorious cause :—let our object be to succour the oppressed, 
and to assist those who bravely come forward to advocate the 
rights and liberties of the human race. Mr. Mann concluded by 
reading the following resoiutions, which were moved by Mr. 
Francis Buckle, and seconded by Mr. Richard Whincup, in a very 
able and argumentative speech :—- 


Ist. Resolved Unanimously,—That the case of Mr. Lewis is 
one of peculiar hardship, and oppression; he having been sene 
tenced to two year’s imprisonment in Oakham gaol, and to pay 
a fine of fifty pounds, and a further fine of one handred pounds, 
lor selling Breakfast Powder, which has since been made legal by 
Act of Parliament; and thatit is the opinion of this meeting, that 
a Subscription be immediately commenced, in order that Mr. Lewis 
may not be detained after the period of his sentence. 


2nd. Resolved Unanimously,—That a Subscription be immedis 
ately entered into, for the purpose of assisting Mr. Peter Watsou, 
who has been prosecuted for refusing to pay what are called Easter 
Offerings, his being a case of peculiar hardship and oppression ; 
considering, it also, a question, the decision of which must be of 
importance to the people at large, justice and humanity call upon 
us to assist Mr. Peter Watson, so that he may be enabled to try the 
levality of the claims of the clergy to what are called Easter 
Offerings. 


Sd. Resolved Unanimously,—That a Committee be now ap- 
pointed, to carry the foregoing resolutions into eflect. 


4th. That subscriplious be received at the shop of Mr. Mann, 
Briggate; Mr. Wasse, Kirgate; Mr. James Fox, Bank; Mr. 
Samuel Maud, Marsh-lane; Mr. Francis, Buckle, Hojbeck ; and 
Mr. Johu Waite, Hunslet: 


5th. That the thanks of this meeting be given to the chairman, 
for his able and impartial conduct in the chair. 
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YEARLY REPORT OF THE 
BIRMINGHAM PATRIOTS’ FRIEND SOCIETY. 


It is with pleasure we look back at the close of the first 
Year's labour; the disadvantages we are subject to must be obvi- 
ous to all; no means of congregating together to urge the ne- 
cessity of standing by those who have, by their zeal to pro- 
mote the cause of justice and humanity, become victims of an 
enslaving boroughmongering despotism. A few zealous friends 
to liberty have obviated difficulties which our wise-acres have 
thrown in the way ; and have, in their respective circles of ac- 
quaintance, cheerfully collected the free-will offerings of men! 
Their success has exceeded the most sanguine expectations, for 
the Committee has remitted to objects of ministerial and Magis- 
terial vengeance, the sum of 441. 10s, 6d. thereby blunting 
the sword of persecution, piercing the prison’s gloom, animat- 
ing the souls of those who are cast within its precincts, firing eur 
own souls witha glowing zeal for liberty, arousing the lethargic 
spirit of those who would sleep while they are chained to the 
earth with stinted meals, and telling our taskmasters, who 
require us to make our full tale of brick without straw, to their 
teeth, that all their measures are abortive in preventing that 
reform which we are determined legally to obtain; a reform 
which has been incontrovertibly proved to be founded on the 
principles of justice and equity. In addition to the above lau- 
dable object, we have sent to Sir Charles Wolseley, the Trea- 
surer of the Great Northern Union, the sum of 221. for the 
purpose of carry’mg war into the citadel of corruption, where 
at present we have no footing; nor can we possibly have with- 
out that powerful auxilary, Money; for so powerfully are our 
enemies entrenched behind the Treasury Bench, that no honest 
man can compete with them with any chance of success. But 
now a plan is adopted and acting upon; come forward like men 
to our help agaist the mighty host of corruption, take courage 
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from what has been done by a few ; join the phalux of retorna, 
unite and declare your will, and you shall be free. The bonds 
which have been made by the fiw to bind the many shall be 
broken, then the laws of nature will no longer be inverted im 
plenty bemg an evil, or in causing the fruitful soil to be a desert 
and barren to those who labour to produce, but all joyfully par- 
ticipating in the blessings of Divine Providence. 
THOMAS BAKER, Chairman. 
Statement of Quarter’s Account 


£. s. d 
Due to Treasurer pies — 0 5 5 
Paid to Mr. Maddocks inde ae 5 6. w 
Paid to Mr. Lewis lid — 5 0 O 
Printing Statement of the Quarterly Account 1 6 0 
Postage of Letters ove a0 O 7 19 
As Acknowledgment foruse of Rooms ... O 5 O 
* Balance in hand os jes 4,17 

i7 1 8 


Cash received from July 17th to October 2nd 17° 1° 8 


Statement of the Year’s Account (from October, 1821, 
to October, 1822). 








£. & 4. 
Paid to imprisoned Patriots ae i 44 10 6 
Remitted for the use of the Grand Northern 
Union wes ini ees 22 0 0 
Paid for printing Articles, Addresses, Quarterly 
Statements, Stationery, Postage of Lei- 
ters, Use of Rooins, &c. van Ss $ 0 
Balance in Hand eos ove 1 17 5b 
7) 16: 





Total Year’s Cash in Subscriptions and Donations 79 16 
T. LAKINS, Treasurer. 
J. WIL LIAMS S, Secretary. 
Rk, BROOMHE aha lite 
P-H. BRANDIs, f “Uclors. 


ee 
O- 





* The Balance left in the hands of the Treasurer bei ne consider 
ed so trifling, no remittance has been made to the Northern Union 
for the Quarter. 
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THE REVENUE. 





We have at last some indication that the impertiuent proof of 
jational prospe:ity which the ministers pretend to find in the 
payment of the taxes, and the encrease of the revenue, will cease 
to he offered in reply to the complaints of the suffering agrieul- 
turists. In the fast quarter, we have a decrease of more than 
eight hundred thousand pounds» The excise, the assessed taxes, 
and the land tax have all materially falien off ; and though the 
the cus!oms, stamps, post-office, and miscellanies, exhibit encrease, 
from the condition of our foreign trade: yet it is: far too small 
to form any counterbalances to the decay of the home market. 
The decrease on the whole year, is made to amount to about 
£8,000; but as the decrease arises from the distress, and could only 
begin to be perceived when the government was unableto find pro- 
perty whereon to seize, the fact that the last quarter exhibits 
a decrease of £800,000, is a proof, as far as these papers 
gan be reliel upon, that the distress is accumulating, that the means 
af the consumers are cxhausted, and that many houses, farms, 
&ec. have been abandoned. If these papers, (as Mr. Cobbett once 
hinted might be the case) are fabrications, this exposition of an 
increase might be contrived, as an argument against the further 
reduction of taxationt—but from the apparent circumstances of 
ihe country, we ace inclined to believe the decrease is real, al- 
though an artifieial increase has been occasionally made ; as it is 
the evident policy of the ministry to uphold the revenue, in order 
that the numerous claimants upon it may be the more zealously 
attached to the system. Some of our cotemporaries call the 
decrease a ** lamentable result... We, on the contrary, think it 
is one at which the nation ought to rejoice:—for we repeat that 
it is only necessity that can reform the system ; and that what- 
ever the Ministry can obtain, it will fiad means to devote to the 
injury of the State. We do not lock to the Parliament for any 
effectual repeal of taxation ; but to the inability of the people to 
pay. This willhe the oaly road to Reform, and retrenchment, We 
are satisfied that the nation is not able to pay more than from Ten 
to FIFTEEN millions a-year in taxation, with reference to the pro- 
sperity of the people; and all beyond the larger sum is collected 
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from their wants, and not from their surplus. By declining to 
consume exciseable articles, or from an inability to consume 
them, the nation can repea! a great proportion of the taxes, with- 
out any reference to the legislaturc; for it could not employ the 
standing army to thrust taxed commodities down our throats :— 
but since there is no hope of any patriotic abstinence, we must 
wait until the absolute exhaustion of the means of the people 
compel them to abstain. This period is fast approaching. It is, 
indeed, very fashionable to talk about national resources, but 
where are they, under the present system? Our BoasteD NAVY 
is insufficient to protect our trade. Our agriculture is bleeding at 
every pore ;—and if trade yet survives, it is only because it ts 
licking up the vital stream of the expiring agriculture. The State 
YET prospers, as the leech fills itseif with the blood of a dying 
atient! But when the patient is dead, the leech must drop off, dis. 
gorge its fatal acquisition, and die too. 

We present the usual expose of the produce of the taxes for 
the year and for the quarter just terminated, and that for the 
corresponding year and quarter which terminated in October, 
1831; so that the loss or gain of government under the several 
articles will easily appear ;— 


Abstract of the Net Produce of the Revenue of Great Britain 
(exclusive of the Arrears of War Duty on Malt and Property), ia 
the Years and Quarters ending 10th of October, 1821, sho wing 


the Increase or Decrease on each head thereof. 





























Years end, 10th Oct. | 
| 13891. | 1822. jIncrease. | Decrease 
s clninidhiniendininatinen tines — 
| £ £ | ES 
Customs . - 92465; 865} 9,470,769) 704,004! - 
Excise . -| 25,471,365 | 25,846,322) — 625.04! 
7 / i - 
“lamps - -| 6,146 986 6,254,693) 107,707] did 
Post Office - | 1,331,000) 1,843,000} 12,000 ~~ 
Assd Taxes - 6,729,777) 5,971,199) — 326,648 
LandTaxe - 1,217,856) 1,263, 959) 46,103) — 
Miscellan. - 297 954| 470,098} 72,144] — 
— > ., " 
| 50,598,801' 50,519,970) 942,358) 951,689 
' — \ | ; 
Deduct Increase 942,858 





Docrease onthe Year 8,$ 



































Customs = - 
Excise 
Stamps - 
Post Office 
Assd Taxes - 
LandTaxes 
Miscellan. - 
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‘Quars. end. 
is2l 





£ 
2,844,231 
8,149,226 
1,625,229 
: 842,000 
793,532 
: 207,481 
61,252 


10th Oct. 
18292. 





L 
9,941,887 
7,329,996 
1,674,503 

” $60,000 
mt 
163,211 

94,488 











| 
Increase. Decrease. 
pneu wa 
| g 
97 "656 ji 
| 819,228 
49, 283 -~ 
18, 000) oo 
he 140,304 
— 44,270 
33,266 — 











| 14,922,912 








13,117,314 


| 198,205 1,003,803 





Deduct increase ‘ 


Decrease on the Quarter 


‘ 198,205 


~ $05,598 














STANZAS 


Supposed to have been written by Lord Filzgerald, on the Night of 
his being arrested. 


Oh ! Ireland, my country! the hour 
Of thy pride and thy splendour hath pass’d, 

And the chain which was spurn’d in thy moment of power 
Hanes heavy around thee at last. 

There are marks in tie fate of each clime, 
There are turns in the fortune of men: 

Bul ihe chanees of realms or the chances of time 
Shall never restore thee again. 


Thou art chain’d to the wheel of the foe, 


By links which the world shall not sever ; 

With thy tyrants through stormand through calm thou shalt go, 
And thy sentence is bondage for ever. 

Thou art doomed for the thankless to toil; 
Thou art left for the proud to disdain ; 


And the blood of thy sons, 


Shall be wasted—and wastéd ia vain! 


Thy riches with taunts shall be taken ; 


Thy v 


valour with coldness repaid ; 


and the wealth of thy soil 


And of millions who see thee thus sunk and forsaken 
Not one shall stand ferth in thine aid. 
In the nations thy place is left void s 
Thou art lost in the list of the fens 
Even realms by the plague aud the earthquake destroy’d 
Mav revive—-but no hope is for thee. 
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SONG. 
func--** For a’ that end a’ that.’ 
fho* Freedom's day be sair o’ercast, 
Wy’ storms and clouds an’ a’ that, 
Tho’ Tyranny’s op pressive mist, 
Her sun enshrouds an’ a’ that; 
For 2 that an’ a’ that, 
He yet will shine for a tha: 
His cheering rays will pierce the haze, 
Wi’ tenfold blaze an’ a’ that. 


Ma wate 
- 





lt RE a ere 


Tho’ despot demons ride the storm, 
How terribly an’ a’ that, 
Yet soon shali Freedom’s lovely form, 
Frac Heaven descend an’ a that; 
For a’ that an’ a’ that, 
Her dazzling light for a that, 
Shall strike wi’ consternation wild, 
Their guilty hearts an’ a’ that. 


Down to their dens, wi racks an’ chatas, 
Wi’ tortures, gags, an’ a’ that, 
They'll tak’ their flight, to shumher sigh! 
To dwell wi’ night an’ a’ that; 
For a thal an’ a’ that, 
Shall happen them an’ «° thai, 
When Freedom fair, wi? angel au 
Revisits Karth an’ a’ that. 








Phen shall poor ¢: 3 degrade 2d man, 
Wha inty bs oods an’ a’ that, 
Mera his wrangs, sae faint and wan, 
Be cheer d again for a’ thats; 
For wv that an’ a’ that, 
His heavy heart for a’ that, 
Shall bound fa’ light, when Freedom bright, 
Breaks on his sight an’ a that. 


O Freedom! come—resume thy reign, 
Tho’ tyrants strive to thraw* that, 
Bring ilka blessing in thy train, 
Teo cheer the world wi a’ that; 
Wr a’ that an’ a’ that, 
Extend thy sway wi a’ that, 
O’er Europe, Afric, Asia too, 
America an’ a’ that. 
Bridgeton, Glasgow. A. RR. 


- — an oe Br 


- * Thraw, to cou: venennen 


Printed and Published by T. J. WoO! ER, 76, Fleet Strect, 
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